
First NCDnet Global Forum
(Geneva, 24 February 2010)

WHO setting the Agenda                            
for Cancer Control

Andreas Ullrich
Geneva 

IAEA Scientific Forum 2010 



First NCDnet Global Forum
World Health Organization
(Geneva, 24 February 2010)

• Why  "agenda setting" for cancer?
• WHO NCD and Cancer agenda
• Agenda setting = making a difference in 
national health planning  
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Water Education/Training
Water Resources Protection

River Development
Waste Management/Disposal

Basic Drinking Water Supply & Sanitation
Water resources policy/admin. mgmt

Water Supply/Sanitation - Large Systems
Health Education

Medical Education/Training*
Medical Research

Basic Health Infrastructure
Medical Services
Basic Nutrition

Tuberculosis Control
Family Planning
Malaria Control

Basic Health Care
Reproductive Health

Infectious Disease Control
Health Policy & Admin. Management*

HIV/AIDS & STDs*

Health ODA Commitments (2007) in US$ billions

• Total Health ODA: 
$22.1 billion

Source: Kaiser Family Foundation (www.kff.org/globalhealth)

Current health and development agenda 
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1. Lower respiratory infections 
2. Coronary heart disease 
3. Diarrhoeal diseases 
4. HIV/AIDS 
5. Stroke and cerebrovascular disease 
6. Chronic pulmonary disease 
7. Tuberculosis 
8. Neonatal infections 
9. Malaria 
10. Premature and low birth weight

Low-income countries
1. Stroke and cerebrovascular disease 
2. Coronary heart disease 
3. Chronic pulmonary disease 
4. Lower respiratory infection 
5. Trachea, bronchus, lung cancers
6. Road traffic accidents 
7. Hypertensive heart disease 
8. Stomach cancer 
9. Tuberculosis 
10. Diabetes mellitus

Middle-income countries (MIC)

Evidence for Agenda setting 
The top-10 leading causes of death

WHO, 2008

> Tobacco and its health outcomes are priority
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2000

2005

2008

2011

WHO Global Strategy for the 
Prevention and Control of 

Noncommunicable Diseases

WHA Resolution Cancer control

WHO Action Plan against                                  
Noncommunicable Diseases/Cancer

The WHO > UN NCD agenda 

UN General Assembly Heads of States Summit on 
NCD 
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National agenda setting:                    
WHO Country Cooperation Strategy

• Principle: "one country plan and budget"
• HQ Regional Offices back up > WHO 
country office

• Biennial planning along the lines of 
national health priorities

• Key elements: assessment of country 
health challenges  and opportunities for 
partnerships 
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Agenda setting and 
partnerships 

Paris declaration of aid effectiveness 2005
– Ownership by the countries (MoH: NCCP)
– Aid Alignment to countries (using national 
structures)

– Harmonization of Aid (tools and standards)
– Management of Results (Monitoring)
– Accountability (Assessing progress)



First NCDnet Global Forum
World Health Organization
(Geneva, 24 February 2010)

Key messages
• Historical opportunity: UN NCD summit 
2011

• Objective: Cancer control to be part of
a broader health agenda (entry points 
RH and HIV)

• Great need to join efforts with WHO 


